
2. Where the child is dead. In this case labours aro often
lingering, and nothing is to be apprehended from the proper use
of ergot. In some instances however of this kind, it has ap-
peared less active, than it is under ordinary circumstances.

3. In retention of the placenta. I have given it in two cases
of the hour-glass contraction, with immediate relief.

4. In uterine haemorrhage. It is commonly noticed, that there
is less flooding after cases in which ergot has been employed,
than when it has not. In several instances of a profuse discharge
of the lochia, it has been given with great benefit. In the case

of a woman who hud suffered excessively by flooding in all her
previous labours, it was given to a considerable extent, and no

troublesome haemorrhage occurred.
5. In lingering cases of abortion, where miscarriage has be-

come inevitable, and it is desirable to abridge the term of haemorr-
hage and confinement. In one case of this kind it has failed to

give relief, but future experience may find it serviceable.
I am, gentlemen, yours,

A PRACTITIONER.

MORBID ANATOMY.\p=m-\NO. VI.

BY JOHN C. WARREN, M. D.

About the time of the violent gale or hurricane of September
34,1815, people began to complain of colds and sore throats ; and
within a week after, an epidemic prevailed in Boston, which ex-

tended more generally than any before known. The. invasion of this
disease was often most sudden, the patient passing at once from a

state of health to that of severe disease; in others, the symptoms of
catarrh were its precursors. The symptoms were chills, follow-
ed by fever ; pain, soreness and rigidity in the muscles, some-
times to a most distressing degree ; nausea and vomiting ; stu-

por ; pulsating pain in the head, increased on motion ; in bad
cases, loss of sense ; soreness and pain in the eyes ; copious dis-
charge of fluids from the nostrils ; soreness of the throat; stric-
ture and soreness across the breast ; pain in the side of the
breast, and dry painful cough. The violence of the symptoms
usually abated in three days. Children were rarely affected ; .
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women less frequently than men ; and the aged most danger-
ously. Of three fatal cases, two occurred in persons above sixty ;
the other in a labourer of forty, who had been peculiarly exposed,
by sleeping all night on the ground in the open air. Many per-
sons were left with weakness of the lungs, great susceptibility to

catarrh, and disposition to phthisis pulmonalis.
This complaint raged dining a great part of the month ofOcto-

ber ; and at the beginning of November had nearly subsided.
Instances occurred during the following winter. Soon after its
appearance in Boston, it manifested itself throughout the northern
and eastern states; thence travelled through the middle to the
southern and western parts of the country, and appeared, as I am
informed, in South Carolina in February.
A medical friend, whose opinion I value highly, considers the

disorder us' beginning to appear before the hurricane.
An emetic usually mitigated the symptoms of this complaint.

Some purgatives were almost always required. The very bad
cases demanded bleeding.

Dissections. R. A. aged forty, was attacked with acute pain in
the right side, violent distress in the head, cough, hard quick
puise, and great heat of the skin. He was bled ; had an emetic ;
was blistered extensively, kc. The symptoms were at first re-
lieved ; they afterwards returned, and were not affccied by sub-
sequent applications. He remained in a stale of stupor for ten
days and then expired.
On examination of the body after death, the abdominal organs

Avere found to be of a healthy appearance. In the thorax, the
right lung was inflamed, both its serous membrane and its sub-
stance ; the latter was firm and unyielding. The substance of
Ihe inferior lobe was more disordered than the other. The
pleura, besides being inflamed, was covered with coagulated
lymph. The mucous membrane of this lung was inflamed.
The cavities of the bronchial tubes were filled with a thick cream
coloured mucus. The left lung was in a healthy state. The
serous membrane of the brain was much inflamed, and in some

parts covered by lymph, and contained a quantity of serous fluid.
Mrs. R. a lady of 62, was seized with very acute pain in the

right side, followed by heat of the skin, hard quick pulse, and Ut-
ile cough Tongue slightly furred. In about thirty hours after
the invasion oí the disease the pain in the side lessened, she be*
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came stupid, and died on the third day from the invasion of the
disease.

On examining the body, it appeared that the inferior lobe of
the right lung was greatly inflamed. The membrane covering
it was of a red colour but the substance quite black, and very
firm to the touch. The corresponding part of the diaphragm
was also inflamed. The brain could not be examined.
The third fatal case occurred in a gentleman of about 70, who

was affected with the disorder so slightly on the first and second
day's, that he declined taking medicine ; his principal complaint
was a Stricture across the breast and some degree of febrile ac-

tion ; on the third clay he became perfectly insensible, and died
on the fourth.—No examination was made.

Common opinion has ascribed this epidemic to the storm of
the 2!d. The medical gentleman, alluded to above, is certain
that he saw two or three cases, which commenced previous to
that time. I recollect being called to a gentleman, violently at-
tacked with a catarrhal affection on the evening before the gale ;
and on visiting him on the morning of that day, found him com-

pletely relieved. The lady, whose fatal case has been mention-
ed above, was seized on the afternoon of the storm. I believe
however that no one suspected the existence of an epidemic
sooner than 5, 6, or 7 days after ; though 1 recollect that on the
4th day, a question was made among three or four physicians,
accidentally assembled, whether catarrhs had not been unusually
frequent since the storm.—In consequence of various accidents,
which occurred at the time, I was under the necessity of being
abroad during the whole of the storm, and felt at the time quite
penetrated by the wind, and in the same afternoon experienced the
first symptoms of catarrh. These continued in a peculiarly un-

comfortable degree until the evening of the eleventh day following;
when a severe chill occurred, and afterwards the full violence of
the disorder. Other persons affected with it have described simi-
lar sensations, commencing during exposure to the wind, which
never subsided to the moment of their feeling the influence
of the complaint. So far as my observations and inquiries have
extended, a much greater proportion of persons, exposed to the
storm were affected by the influenza, than of those who were not
thus exposed.
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